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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


W have sometimes heard complaints that the adtad 


all great art, in its expression of the beauti- 
and in the Soul, is the outcome of the 


It is 
remarks of Dr. James Bn in the 
* Journal of the American Society for 
Dr. Hyslop is severe on the modern 
E laments the tendency to look for 
ion and illusion. 'It is not Truth 
r God, he says, and confesses that he 
than in fiction or Art. Well, there are two 
7 t every question, and although we have 
alted estimate on the position of Art as 
ife, it is plain that we have arrived 
n which the conceptions of a soul and 
; established on a solid basis of facts. 


have been accumulating for generations, and 
he part of Dr. Hyslop and a host of other 
nds to investigate and record them. These 
long been disguised, obscured and even 
nisable by fiction-mongers and word- 
b is no wonder to find such men as Dr. 
intolerant of Art and Idealism. Patient 
D found that the soul is something more 
vorld to come a little more substantial 
. Jt is a vain task to try and kill the 
wankind, and when the priests and the 

past had, between them, masked the 
fe beyond in a ghastly mockery of words, 
d wearily away. They sought consola- 
and literature, and left the problem of 
ho could blame them ! 


s and spirit life had been reduced to mere 
ing no kind of scientific sanction. "Then 
la: mesmerism, psychometry, telepathy, 
on, apports and all the varied 
ia which have furnished forth the 
ntury. It wrought a tremendous 
outlook. Here at last were the 
t might weave out of them what he 
t scientific investigator they stood 


i V theology. that should be able to 


prove its case as well as spin words about it. The work 
is only beginning. Psychical research is only at the com- 
mencement of its labours. The cloud-capped towers and 
gorgeous palaces of the Spiritual philosophy will stand 
more enduringly when the foundations of fact have been 
well and truly laid. The time has not yet come for the 
superstructures of Art, but it will surely arrive. 


Waste and failure—if there are waste and failure in 
the Universe in any but a superficial sense—belong to the 
lower forces. The higher the law the more exact, stable 
and definite are the results of its working. Whatever of 
chaos and catastrophe may belong to the outworking of 
life in physical realms, we have no qualms regarding the 
subtler worlds that lie under spiritual laws, We look 
there for permanence and relative perfection. There is an 
end there, we think, of the tentative and experimental. 
But even in the physical universe things are better ordered 
than some would have us believe. We used to heara good 
deal about the possibility of accidents happening to the 
earth, It might collide with a comet, be drawn out of its 
orbit by some planetary catastrophe, or it might fall into 
the sun. A distinguished German scientist has now arisen 
to ridicule these ideas, 


Flammarion described many causes which might bring 
about the ‘end of the world’ by natural means. But the 
German authority referred to above points out that the 
modern view is that the universe is stable. The balance 
of the cosmos is perfect. Newly-discovered forces of 
gravitation, he tells us, give the planetary system a physical 
stability to an unlimited degree. Even the sun, he holds, 
will not ‘burn out’ because the energy which it loses is 
constantly restored by the gravitational energy it absorbs 
from space. And as to the human race, he is equally opti- 
mistic. It will not degenerate and die out either because 
of its own mistakes or because of such natural catastrophes 
as the prophets of evil used to predict so abundantly. 
Rather its intellectual and pbysical evolution will go on 
indefinitely, carrying us to heights undreamed of hitherto. 
We are glad to have this scientific testimony, although we 
have never believed anything but good of Nature and 
humanity. 


There is a story of an old Scotswoman who expressed 
her opinion that, of all the congregation at the church which 
she attended, only she herself and the minister were of 
the elect —and she was not very sure of the minister. The 
very fact that the tale has passed into a jest is evidence 
enough of the part which the sense of humour in human- 
kind has played in breaking down the old spirit of religious 
exclusiveness. But it is still a little difficult at times to 
convince some minds that other religious faiths and even 
social movements to which they are opposed may be, and 
doubtless are, the cherished objects of spiritual ministry. 
In a recent issue of ‘ Prabuddba Bharata’ appears a poem 
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by Ella Wheeler Wilcox entitled ‘Shrines,’ in which the 
poetess declares :— 
About a shrine or sacred place 
Where many hearts are bowed in earnest prayer, 
The loveliest spirits congregate from space, 
And bring their sweet uplifting influence there, 
This would apply, we think, quite as much to the 
shrines and temples of one religion as of another, given 
that the worshippers in each were equally devont. The 


home, too, may be a shrine :— 
I know a humble, plainly-fürnished home 
So thronged with presences serene and bright, 
The heavicat heart therein forgets ita gloom 
As in some gorgeous temple filled with light. 


THE WRIEDT SEANCES AT ROTHESAY, 


A RECORD AND Some IMPRESSIONS. 


From a regular contributor to this journal who spent a 

n of his annual holiday in Rothesay during last 

month (July), we bave received the following account of two 

sittings which he was fortunate enough to obtain through the 

courtesy of Mra. Wriedt and of Mr. and Mrs. James Coates, at 
whow residence the séances are held. 

To begin with (he writes), I had no fixed intention of 
applying to Mr. Coates for a place in the circles. I have had 
a long experience of most psychic phenomena, and the ques- 
tion of proof had long been settled in my mind. The evidence 
to me was absolute, and when interpreted in the light of the 
science and philosophy of the subject formed a coherent body 
of principles and facta When, therefore, I paid a friendly call 
ou Mr. and Mra Coates, I left it to the fortune of the hour 
venient to them to include me in the 
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months before) might preclude 


disposal, However, I had apprised Mr. Coates of my intention 
to eall upon him, and on my arrival he kindly offered to include 

if ved a little disturbance of plans, which indeed 
the case. And that I might be entirely independent in 
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way in which Mr. Coates had carried out all the preliminaries. 


room was a pleasant and refined apartment excellently 
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comed. Tt was more than a matter of credentials, although 
these also were needed. The most ardent believer whose pre 
sence would act as a drag on the phenomena was as little 


desirable as the stranger who might harbour the design of 
wrecking the séance. That arrangement at one stroke abolished 
the miseries and disasters of which the promiscuous circle hat wo 
long been the ‘direful spring.’ 

I do not propose to record consecutively the happenings at 
the two sittings which I attended. It is no easy matter to make 

notes in the dark, and I could not always follow the purport of 
some of the conversations held with spirit visitors, marvelloudr 
evidential as they appeared to be to the sitters addressed. Bath | 
the circles were much alike in their general features, and I shal), 
therefore, amalgamate the accounts of each, 

The sitters consisted of some fifteen people or thereabouts 
The trumpet used in the production of the voices was placed in 
the middle of the circle. I did not examine it—subsequent 
experiences proved that neither to the medium nor the trumpet 
could be assigned the results of the circle, unless either could be 
credited with supernatural powers, and I have no belief in the 
supernatural. 

The proceedings were opened with the Lord’s Prayer, and à 
hymn followed, after which the medium gave a few clairvoyant 
descriptions of no special significance. Recognitions were scanty 
and uncertain, but I found that these descriptions were designed 
mainly to fill up the interlude during which the power was 
being gathered for the substantive part of the demonstrations. 

The first ‘ voice’ was in a somewhat hoarse whisper, but the 
name was clearly heard and responded to, Then one by one 
followed other * voices,’ some clear and distinct, others faint and 
at times barely audible. I have said 'one by one,’ but this was 
not always the case. Near by me sat a gentleman—a stranger 
to me—who in the course of some previous conversation I hal 
learned resided in my own neighbourhood of north-west London, 
At the time when one‘ voice? was carrying on a conversation with 
a member of the circle who sat opposite to us, another in a faint 
whisper was addressing him in my own corner of the room. It 
subsequently appeared that it was the voice of his departed wife 
Octasionally the voice of Mrs. Wriedt and the other voice or 
voices were heard at the same time, for the medium was quickin 
giving advice and directions or repeating names indistinetly 
heard. Sometimes she was wrong in her interpretation, Some 
times we all were wrong, but the unseen visitors were not 
amenable to ‘suggestion,’ and resented misunderstandings. This 
to me was a significant feature of the s¢ance, 

‘Ella Thomson,’ for instance, would not rest quietly under 
the imputation that she was ‘ Nellie Johnson,’ a friend of one 
sitter, or ‘Ethel Tomkinson,’ the friend of another. ‘No, no, 
no, the voice would say, ‘Iam Ella Thomson—Ella Thomson 
I want to speak to my beother’ (or other relative, as the case 
might be). And when the sitter referred to had risen to the 
oceasion there was a brief and often affecting exchange of greet- 
ings. Now and again a loud, hearty voice, with something of a 
Hibernian twang, burst in to smooth out some difficulty, This, 
I learned, was * Dr. Sharp,’ who was in charge of the proceed: 
ings on the ‘other side, If ever a voice and the words it uttered 
gave token of a strong, shrewd, kindly and humorous personality, - 
it was in this case, ‘There are hundreds of them all around 
yon, he said on one ocemaion. ‘They all want to come; but 
there is only one eye and one ear for them all '—a pithy way of 
expressing the narrow channel by which the two states of exit 
ence were temporarily linked. A sitter referred toa diffically 
at a previous séance in which the name of the communicator 
was a matter of doubt. It could not (he maintained) have 
been that of the person it claimed to be, ‘Dr, Sharp’ 
replied that the sitter was under a misapprehension. The spirit j 
had not said that he was (let us say) ‘John Smith’ He hed 
really wanted to give a message to ' John Smith.’ It was clearly 
not safe to assume that any name uttered by a spirit was always 
his or her name, And Mr. Contes explained that in any diffi 
culties of the kind it was always advisable to rofer the matur 
to "the Doctor, who would never let a doubtfal case go until he 
had cleared it A very touching episode was reached when 
the clear voice of a little girl was heard grecting ita parenta - 
the father’s request the child sang in a sweet, childish 
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little song of its nursery days. It was an unforgettable incident. 
It would have been a delightful experience in the ordinary cir- 
cumstances of everyday life. There is something very winsome 
in the songs of children—of some children, at least. And the 
little song and the talk that followed went to all hearts. To 
one of us, at least, it brought a sensation that bordered on the 
painful, Suppose—suppose we were all being deceived? It 
would be horrible. One thought of Barlow's lines— 
But, ah! the bright glow of the early day, 
When simple things 
On snow-white wings 
Gave joys that now for aye must pass away — 
Leaving no trace, no trace 
Where trod the little footsteps, laughed the little face, 


But here, at least, was the little voice, known to the parents 
and recognised by them. And ‘if a white fear flashed in the 
bmin' of one particular sitter it was destined shortly to be 


dispelled. 
(To be continued.) 


LIFE WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE VEIL. 


—— 


By L. V. H. Wirtey. 


XIV. 
*Tue Propicar's Morurr.’ 


plista, unlike the Methodists, have no stated. creed or 
idard to which a minister or a member must give 
; yet, while there are, of course, exceptions, I 
no injustice—the rather would it be esteemed 
| T say that, a3 a body of people, they stand 
whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible.’ 
"itation on this point, as I myself have been 
ith Baptist thought and life for many years. 

x ven the Baptists have been influenced by the 
, Not C. H. Spurgeon, were he now in this 
xactly in the way he did forty years or so 
lity of Baptists, Spiritualism, as such, is 
90 ; but this only makes the incident to which 
Il the more striking and significant. In the 
official organ of the Baptist Union of Great 
d, there appeared, a little time back, a 
M :Idrum,' headed ‘The Prodigal's Mother,’ 
histry is most clearly taught. It is true 
ds put into the mouth of the 'chapel- 
0 know that ' John Meldrum’ is the pen- 
t minister of the younger generation, and 
the episode appeals to me not only in that 
of the Denomination admita to ite columna 

iL communion, but in ita suggested addition 
Many thousands of sermons must have 
Parable of the Prodigal Son, but not until 
noticed any hint that something had been 
setal story. T am not ashamed to ray that 
t read it, Wrought tears to my eyes, and 
uage the dyll appeals to me as one of the 
rseen, Without further preface, I pass on 
ders, only explaining that the speaker is 
ng xd chapel-keeper, and the listener a young 


! he said ín response to my look ; ' when that 
Fa man, went from ‘ome, 'e broke 'is mother's 
L she cried 'erself tosleep. It weren't as 
"himself. She ‘oped that till she could 
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among the swine, an’ cried between "ia soba, O mother, mother, 
I'll go, Vl go!” 

* An! 'e went, an’ ‘is mother waa ‘is good angel, "is unseen 
companion. An’ the old father was standin’ by the gate at the 
bottom ov the field, peerin' with "ix failin' sight down the dusty 
rond, an’ wonderin’ for the ten-thousandth time wot 'e was goin' 
to say to the boy's mother when 'e met 'er in glory, ‘ow 'e 'adn't 
never come back, — "In 'eart, was 'envy, for "ia arms was resting on 
the gatepost, against which ‘is wife 'ad leaned when she 'eld ‘er 
baby long ago. 

‘Somethin’ touched "im, "E thought it were the wind, 
Again 'e felt it, an’ it were like the touch ov an angel's wing. 
'E lifted up ‘ia ‘ead with a new light in 'is eyes Round the 
bend in the road came a tramp, footsore an’ lame, an’ the old 
man 'ad to grip that post with both ‘ands, Again that touch, 
that movin’ wind, an' this time it carried the scent of the flower 
from the 'edgerow—the flower she loved. Then 'e knew, A 

beam from the settin’ sun struck ‘is eyes, an’ out ov the golden 
mist the face of ‘is dead wife smiled. “ Wife," 'e whispered, 
* the boy—the boy ! "' 
David was silent for a moment, 
“F ran an’ put "is arms around the tramp'a neck, an’ kissed 
"E was lost an' in mother found ‘im, an’ our Lord knew it t’ 
Ow do I know 7" he asked, in reply to wy unspoken question. 
‘Only by takin’ notice, was his answer. “Did you ever 
notice this before? When the boy got 'ome there was a suit ov 
clo’es an’ a pair ov slippers ready for "im, That was'ia mother’s 
doin'& She put them clo'es an’ slippers in the store cupboard 
before she went out to seek 'er own. A man wouldn't. ‘ave 
thought about it, an’ that’s wot makes me sure our Lord knew 


the mother ov them boys.’ 


Since writing the above I have seen a statement to the 
effect that tradition does affirm thet the prodigal's mother died 
of a broken heart. Whether my friend ‘John Meldrum’ was 
aware of this legend I cannot say. Anyway, death, so-called, is 
no final word, or episode, even to a broken-hearted mother. A 
true mother is not the less a mother when ahe pases into the 
unseen, and who can say how many prodigal sons and erring 
daughters have been reclaimed by the ministry of parenta from 
within the veil 7 


‘ENEMIES OF MAN. 


The following is an extract from the report in the Chatham 
* Observer,’ of July 12th, of Mr. E. W. Wallis'a lecture in reply 
to Monsignor Benson, Dealing with that gentleman's assertion 
that the spirits who communicate are ‘the enemies of man,’ Mr. 
Wallis asked :-— 

How did he know that such beings existed? How did he 
know they were enemies? Had he been investigating! Had 
he been doing what he said people ought not todo? Where did 
the evil spirits come from? There were many questions that 
had to be settled when a man made an affirmation of that kind, 
The Spiritualists wanted proof because their inquiries bad led 
them to certain conclusions. If the other world were given over 
to the enemies of men, »o that they could deceive the very elect 
in this world, what kind of place was it beyond the grave? 
Were the good spirita prisoners in heaven while the evil spirita 
were free to mislead the people living in the present world ! 
The Spiritualists were blamed because they claimed from the 
evidence they received that they were in communication with 
their spirit friends. They held that no bad spirit could compel 
a pet to re enen was a great deal too much of moral 
cowardice world, of people ng to make a scapegoat of 
the devil. They wanted to lay the blame on an evil spirit or 
someone else, instead of frankly owning their own culpability. 
Spiritualists did not believe in that kind of thing. They believed 
in accepting their own responsibility. They believed in the 
Fatherhood of God, in the brother of man, intercourse 
hetween the two worlds, personal responsibility for everything 
done in the body, and the pathway of progress open to all 
persons in this world and the next, 


Uxoga the heading ‘Words of Wisdom,’ *The Hindu 


TRIBUTES TO MR. ARTHUR HOLDEN. 


The notice of the transition of car venersble friend, Mr. 

Arthur Holden, came to me as à. veritable bolt from the blue. 
I wet him first at the Summer School of tbe Alpba Union, beld 
at Letchworth in Angust, 1910, and wes struck immediately 
with bie patriarchal appearance. Notwithstanding his great age, 
he attended nearly all the meetings. One day it was annoanced 
that be would read (to those who cared to listen) a selection from 
s somber of messages received from his wife in tbe unseen world. 
I tek advantage of the opportunity of listening to tbese 
tempos. A personal talk with Mr. Holden followed, and he 
kindly volunteered to arrange for ma to meet a psychic at his own 
house to see if. I arald get evidence of my own wile's survival. 
Accordingly 1 journeyed from London to Olum lor a week-end, 
aod ou the Sanday the most wonderful thing in all my life (ap 
to that time) happened. Not only did I converse with a control, 
bat I bad a message from my mother, and my wile herself spoke 
to me and, manifested convincingly the continuity of her 
atlection. Mr. Holden mid that I had had more convincing 
proof than any he had known previously through this particular 
peychic From Mr. Holden and bis daughters I received nothing 
bat the greatest consideration and kindness during my brief aay 
in their beuntifol home. 

‘The friendship thus begun continued and developed, until I 
came to regard Mr. Holden almost as a father. When he went 
to live at Letchworth be invited me to visit bis new bome, Our 
friend's reminiscences were of à most interesting character ; one 
hopes that unne record. of them is preserved. T do mos write 
these lines because I feel that bis kindness Lo me was exceptional : 
wo far Irena that baing the case, I think it was but typical of his 
attitade to his fellows He never legrudged any time or effort to 
hring to others the joy of spirit communion which he himself 
knew so well, He was remarkable, too, not only for his sense of 
pr cn A S E OEE 


ol bie advanced age (he was seven 
things of the material world. The "urb Gee aa e 
RP QUAD! Io Vl ao be dI pul s tantly vitsen vidt 
to Birmingham. It will be long ere we we his like again. 
For many, as lor myself, the ‘other world’ will seem more 
real and homelike when we think of our friend's presence in it, 
and while we cannot but be conscious of oar own sense of keen 
kas fu his removal, we can rejoice on his behalf in the welcome 
which so choice and gentle and kindly a spirit must have received 
on the other aide. In that ‘home’ he will doubtless remember 
those of na who are yet ‘out in the cold,’ and be just as interested 


was, while here, 
plane in which it ie now his happy privilege to be ‘at 
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SPIRITUALISM, A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE, 


By W. H. EvAus. 


(Continued from page 252.) 


We have seen in preceding pages what man is, and bow È 
ie produced. Heredity and environment are two factor wiid 
are continually operative. And as this has a decided beriga 
the ethical aspect of the question, I must frankly face the ium 
The determinist is perfectly logical in his position, and notes 
I think, dislodge bim. But he rarely goes far enough 1 wm 
to show, if possible, that man can be master, bat tat ó 
mastership is supplementary to the determinist position. Whk 
it in perfectly true that man i» the product of heredey mi 
environment, the usual meaning attached to these two works 
not quite far-reaching enough. Our heredity goes back leid 
the material, and if the facta of Spiritualism prove anythiog t 
is that man is a spiritual as well as a material being Helos 
spiritual heredity, and in the possession of spiritual qualities 
lie the hope and certainty of his mastership. We all repeal 
more or less, to our environment, but the stronger the ' me t 
lem influence has the ‘not me’ upon it. That is the mem 
why many rise superior to what is called a bad environmemt 
The fact is they are able to put themselves in an attited & 
amimilate the best which their environment can give. Asimā 
assimilation is an evidence of their power over their envirm 
ment. Many speak loosely about this matter, and speak ai d 
there were only one factor. We must remember that there an 
two factors. | 

When the positive germ is deposited in the ovum, it is te 
response to its environment which brings about the development 
of the fætus The golden germ of the spirit attracts w ite! 
from its environment the necessary matter to build itself a toir, 
and according to the quality and quantity of the matter, it 3 
able to build a body that shall respond to high or low idesi a 

iite future life. When the time comes for it to expres itæll is 
a wider environment, birth takes place. We may say that the 
foetus has by development grown superior to its environmest 
Many factors enter into the formation of the temperament ani 
organic quality of the unborn—among them the influence of the 
mother, together with the environment in which she is place. 
The ideas which dominate her mind have all an influence, and 
many a child i» born with a tendency to express what are allel U 
evil qualities, who in after life is treated harshly by bis talon B 
for doing that which, owing to that predisposition, he had bee 
unable to avoid. When the child is launched upon its pat- 
natal life it i» for many years moulded largely by the envime- 
ment in which it is placed. And this action and reaction |. 
between the individual and his environment continues through- |. 
out life. 

We are largely governed by our ideas, If we gii i- that we 
have the power to mould our environment we act 
If we belong to the jelly-fish tribe we just heri 
stances and admit thair mastership. But if we rise superior t» 

Nad go. de eam we have a strong heredity and an 

por ee a better environment. Environment is a word of mug. 

The whole of the past is included in ow 

NUUS dad way of Wow faffurnces of the past are in ver 
prt ala, Everything we come into contact wib- 
every book we read, every conversation we have, every cusa — 

word that ia spoken to us—ia environment, Add to this ow 4 

psychic environment, which, though unseen, is none the le 

potent, and we can see how wide, far-reaching and extendel à 

is I Wy EN t spuioon vf all the forces which go to mall 
our charactors. If we were, we should be surprised to me hor 
potent are the influences which come to us from the unseen wold 
Can man be master ? Can he have freedom of choice! The 
are questions we have now to face and answer, pues 

Mover 5 eM oad be clear as to what we | 


| 


| 


l 
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touch with their environment With no knowledge of wool- 
emit, or the methods whereby he could wrest a living from 
Nature, tbe civilised man would, perbaps, perish. Yet, in 
civilised life be may be an adept at acquiring what he desires ; 
asd in bis native wilds the savage would be master of his posi- 
Hen. In their respective environments they are masters To 
be master means to be in sympathetic touch with one’s environ- 
ment, and able to use it for his own and his fellows benefit. 

In civilii life, the man who is hyper-spiritual may be con- 
wered inefficient. His moral nature may be so highly deve- 
ipd that he cannot stoop to perform the petty meanneses 
which are interwoven into our commercial life. He cannot my 
a pair of shoes are all solid leather if they have paper stiffenipgs 
asd liftinga To be absolutely truthful would spoil him as a 
slaman. Yet he may be, in a truly spiritual sense, a master ; 
only his moral nature will not let him respond in sympathy with 
his commercial environment, Hence the world calls him a 
| à The whole question is bound up with life and its 

ex] Civilisation is the life expression of the people, and 
dfsuch meannesses as we have intimated exist—and we know 
de do—their existence argues that the life of the people, as a 
| Whole, is not so high as it should be. This brings us back to 
e ent already made, that we are governed by our ideals. 
the standard of thought, the higher will the life 

presion of the people be. 
Potent! the action of our environment, our inner life is 
y potent if we but recognise it. The facts of Spiritualism 
g home to us, ax nothing else does, the power that lies within 
‘of us, and truly ín a spiritual sense we cin be masters But 
the decision to live the moral law, ‘to do unto 
yew they should do unto you.’ We have been 
have pessimistically said ‘it is imposible’ By 
have imposed a false limitation upon ourselves In 
bountif on for all our needs which Nature has made, 

Lmo reason why we should not live this law. But we 
rselves and listen to our lower desires, and while en- 
that we are free, and condemn our 
fall into the net which has been spread for 
We must throw aside this pessimism and 
heery optimism that man can transcend his 
as he has made, so he can unmake. If he 
can sweep them away and put clean, healthy, 
y dwellings in their place. Slums are monuments to our 

i and greed. Environment is powerful, but not all- 
—When we awaken to a realisation of our own power, 
fate is its hand-maiden. We can make our future. 
within, and it is here we discover that we are 
ership we mean that stage of development 
nise our own ability to mould our environment. 
efreedom of choice! One of the distinguishing 


yD 


‘Iwill, or ‘I will not’ But 
nothing to decide! We are 
it is that, in the undeveloped 


outside influences. He acts 


LIGHT. 


imposible to conceive bow an ineorrigitly evil perme can spring 
from a source of infinite good. It also argues that in cack 

God fsile It doce mot case the matter by aying each persons 

have free will and can chome the good if they wish [t mas 

be explained why they do not wib. Besides it is doubtful 

whether anyone is so bad. thet there is no spark of goodness in 

him. And this goodness must grow at oce tme  Tosay i 
will be extinguished is to sy thai evil is more powerial than 
guaj. Bout as all change their environment at death, many of 
the causes which operated to prodace what we call evil will cease 
to act, and the gooi within will have s chance to come into 
activity. I cannot admit that God will fail, and to sty that one 
wal will be extinguished i» to say that the omnipotence of God 
has become impotent; this His ommieience has mot been 
equal to providing for all needs ; and that He is not present in 
the one èo utterly evil, and therefore not omnipresent. Thus 
through all life’s vicisitudes we shall at last come home, feeling 
that all is well and that the Father's love has been with us 
through all the fires of affliction and the anguish of sorrow. 


(To be continued.) 


A TIMID CHRISTIAN. 


In our isme for June 21« (page 291) we noticed a valuable 
article which Miss H. A. Dallas had coatribated to the Jane 
‘Commonwealth’ on ‘The Value of Stadies in Psychical 
Research.’ That article has caused searchings of beart in one at 
least of the more fearful readers of that excellent magazine. 
*M. D. B; ima letter in the Jaly number, finds it ' hard to say 
that such studies are altogether reconcilable with Christianity.’ 
* The question will arise, he says, ' whether, since oar Blessed Lord 
has revealed nothing of the hereafter, his followers are jastified 
in searching for knowledge on the sabject by methods which 
have not his sanction.’ To this we would reply that to say of 
any religion that it limits in any direction and in any sphere 
the reverent search for knowledge would argue something radi- 
cally wrong with that religion ; and to say of its author that he 
desired to confine the knowledge of bis followers, in any direc- 
tion, to what he himself revealed would equally be a reflection 
on both himself and his teaching. We do not believe anything 
of the kind either of trae Christianity or of ite founder. 
Because Jesus did not anticipate the era of psychical research or 
prescribe to his followers how it should be conducted, it does 
not follow that the methods it employs would not have his sanc- 
tion. * M. D. B. says that " unfortunately it would be possible to 
find psychical researchers whose faith has been shattered by the 
same studies! That, again, says little for the firmness of the 
foundation on which their faith rested. Let us hope that auch 
a shattering was the preliminary to the building up of some- 
thing stronger and more enduring. 

“Thus he eame at length 
To find a stronger faith his own.’ 

The question asked by ' M. D. B,’ whether it is not a fact 
that in many cases psychical research has exercised a demoralising 
influence on those engaged in it, is one which we may safely 
He goes on to 


bodily presence had 
LIÉ CM. D. B? 


getting on. 
We would remind our friend that this idea that any endea- 
vour to raise the veil that hides the hitherto unknown is a 
has al the path of 


D. B's’ attitude is at once an indication of the need 


a justification—if justification be 
and work of ‘Liar’ and other educational 
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SOME POINTS FOR CRITICS. 


When we are told of the faults and follies of some of 
those whose interest relates mainly to the lower aspects of 
Spiritualism we think of the story of the witty master of a 
household who was asked what business had brought him 
to town. 'My family, he replied, ‘have sent me to try 
and obtain the services of an angel to do the cooking.’ We 
are far from wishing to discourage the idea that character 
and reputation are of tremendous importance to workers in 
our own, as in all movements. But we never overlook the 

fact that some of the greatest achievements for buman 
welfare have been the work of men whose characters would 
not stand the test of a close investigation. 

Mr. Weller, senior, expressed to his son, the immortal 
Samuel, his belief that there was a close relation between 
physical bulk and a wide experience of life, ‘Vidth and 
visdom, said the old gentleman, were always found to- 
gether. We could not make the same claim for gifts and 
goodnesa. The great artist, the eloquent preacher, the 
distinguished scientist—even they do not always shine in 
their private lives. How much less, then, should we expect 
the lowlier types of workers to be immaculate! We aré, of 
course, entitled to lament the fact—with due regard, of 
course, to our own shortcomings—but it is sometimes 
necessary to discriminate between the man and the work. 
They cannot always be judged together. The bad man may 
construct for us a very serviceable house, and we should be 
foolish, indeed, if we refused to live in it because of our 
objection to the moral character of the builder. 

We have been told of persons (misealled Spiritualists) 
who devote their use of paychic gifta to dabious ends—to 
the discovery of winners on the turf, successful speculations 
on the Stock Exchange, and the like. We can only dis- 

courage it—we cannot prevent it. And we can always 
putei of goodness in things evil. We can 


ls pope dm that nothing can be perverted that 
not a trus use, just as tho counterfeit always implies 


gain and the foolish one who pursues it for pleasure and 
| excitement are, each in his own fashion, serving a useful 


people attending church for selfish purposes than remaining 
as a result of indifference. I would even prefer 
i SSi ta Hur! 
| a Ee i et Bat 
is another aspect of the matter. ‘There is a curious 
RESO Se Rid artifiaki rom snl wink 
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“I would rather,’ said an old clergyman to us, ' see 
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in the business of life, and may even on close acquaintance 
show himself to be a very good fellow at heart. So longas 
he traflics in the market place there should be no great 
objection to him. It is only when he brings his wares into 
the sanctuary for sale thatit is time to raise an outery, In 
his legitimate sphere he is at least doing some work. He 
is not loafing about, sponging on the charitable. We would 
not have the ‘spirit circle’ turned into a puppet show ora 
mercantile bureau. Neither would we have it looked upon 
as a method of approach to mysteries remote and super- 
human. There are, indeed, things ‘too pure and good for 
human nature’s daily food,’ but in the meantime life has to 
be sustained somehow. Neither religion nor philosophy 
can afford to disdain common sense and common needs, 
In her delightful book, ‘A Psychic Autobiography! 
that gifted woman, Amanda Jones, the American poetes 
and inventor, tells how on one occasion a spirit-lawyer 
wrote through her hand a document in perfect legal form 
for use in some business in which she was engaged. It 
stood the test of expert scrutiny—there was no flaw in it 
True, the legal mind which thus aided her from the world 
beyond was that of a wise and good man, and the business 
for which the document was designed was a mission work. 
But the core of the matter was that there was a ws 
to be served. An inspired treatise would have been more 
in accordance with the notions of some persons regarding 
intercourse with the world beyond, but it would have been 
of no service. And the question of use had, in this cas, 
very little reference either to the character of the lawyer 
or the philanthropie nature of the work. Always the fint 
principle of Nature is USE. Let us consider that before 
venturing on judgments of people or things in our move 
ment or outside of it. Use comes first, truth and beauty 
and wisdom are outworked later, and often after very um 
promising and sometimes positively ugly processes, The phe- 
nomena-hunter who is constantly seeking mental stimulants 
in the beholding of wonders is not an edifying spectacle, 
but he is keeping in action forces that will later be of 
immense benefit to those of more unfolded character. $o, 
too, is he who seeks only monetary gain through psychic 
avenues. And the work of the medium whose moral 
reputation is offensive to ‘the unco’ guid’ may not be the 
less useful on that account. It never detracted from the 
greatness of the first Duke of Marlborough's victories that, 
to put it mildly, he was far from being a saint—it only re 
flected on the great General as a man. We should learn 
to discriminate in our censure. And as a closing reflection 
let us observe that some of the enemies of our movement 
show the tactics of the lawyer, who, finding himself con- 
fronted by an unanswerable case, is reduced to abusing the 
witnesses who represent it. 


‘Tne Devis Tort’ is the title of an article by ‘J. B in 
‘The © World’ of July 24th, which contains 
striking and suggestive thoughts. The idea seems to be 


being is subject to a horrible 
; that our best, even in the hour of its victory, pays 
tribute to our worst ; that our forward movement includes these 
manifold slips backward ; ; that our success carries in it ao often 
the seeds of defeat, This theme ia illustrated in various ways 
but the conclusion is not so disheartening as the proposition 
Pec ep RES ‘Thus we are reminded that ‘no good once won is ever 
finally For the folly, the savagery of the hour, the full 
e wii ill be paid. And the payment will be in itself an endur 
We were recently reminded that the word ‘devil! 
seta backwards, ives na “lived? And to have lived is à 
— To live one must be, and do, and learn, and under 
grow in knowledge, grace, and wisdom. To truly. 
one must triumph over the e vile, or ill conditions es 
tion, fear, and folly, and are the 
rth to the idea of the devil : Devil, evil, 
has truly lived. 


over these P 
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HELL DISESTABLISHED, 


There can be no doubt that the old hell of fire and brim- 
stone, everlasting and horrible, useless and inhuman, is at last 
disestablished. — Discredited, discarded, unwept, and unsung, 
it is consigned to limbo, not only without regret, but with many 
a sigh of relief, if not with active rejoicing. It is true that here 
and there the old literal lake, pit, furnace, or abiding-place of 
his Satanic majesty remains in the creeds, and is half-heartedly, 
almost shamefacedly, taught by preachers who have not kept up 
with the times ; but even these men almost unconsciously apolo- 
gise for and seek to justify their teaching. 

The spirit people who have been communicating from the 
other side for sixty-five years have persistently and consistently 
proclaimed that life after death is the natural sequel to this 
earth life ; that people are neither better nor worse when they 
first awake to realise that they are on the other side than they 
were here ; that character and motive determine a man’s status 
in that life, not his creed or church belief ; that sin and suffer- 
ing go hand in hand—the one being the inevitable consequence 
of the other—and thus each one makes his own hell or heaven ; 
that reform, progress, and happiness are possible after death for 
the truly repentant wrong-doer as well as for the aspiring, loving, 
-minded worker for humanity and the truth ; that 
are many grades, planes or spheres in the beyond xd that 
each one goes ‘ to his own place, the place which he has made 
his own by his loves and labours on earth, from which state he 
ces whenever he is ready to continue the work of his 
and desires to grow in grace and goodness that he may 


these truths spirit people have been regarded 
*Evilspirits, ' misleading demons, and other 
1 iis have been applied to them, and Spiritualists have 
charged with heresy, infidelity, and other mis- 


have been proclaiming so patiently and insistently is now 
‘aa opel truth. 
Cassell and Co. have just published in book form the 
3 h sixteen clergymen have given to the question, ' Is 
1 P and their replies are most significant. Thus, all 
j| ds a hell (a condition, not a place) They are 
repudiating hell fireand demons The Rev. A.C. 
the fires which burn the soul are hotter than 
sh consume the body’; the Rev. F. B. Meyer holds 
for the body will be supplied by remorse,’ 
Roberts holds that hell is ‘a condition in 
suffers the fires of lust and the torments of desire 
z the means of gratifying or assuaging them.’ 
vr, are still held in Londage to some extent 
views expressed in the Scriptures, or believed to be 
t the Rev. A. J. Waldron (Church of England) 
bat hosts of other people are thinking, 'If the 
“everlasting punishment” so much the worse for 
use we cannot believe it; you may quote texts, 
‘texts the very finest scholarship, but it is 
Rey. Dr. M. Hyamson (Jewish) maintains 
nts are in flagrant contradiction to the good- 
od in His Holy Word.’ 
osition among Roman Catholics to detect in 
a tendency towards acceptance of the doc- 
y; but here, again, the Rev. A. J. Waldron 
Spiritualistic idea of the future life. He 
‘The Daily News and Leader’ on July 25th, 
it. into T ds leri. stages—hell, purgatory, and heaven—is 
: believe in a series of evolutionary stages 
b N i iel Barnaby holds that the word ‘ Hell’ 
? the Bible, and the original words, 
ñ because Gehenna was not mainly ‘a 
bat a place of purifying and destruction.’ 
He re coming to realise that ‘ purifying is 


d Bs fox, ro cling to the old 
surprised that the Rev. 
he resurrection of the body 
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and is, therefore, inclined to believe that hell is a locality. The 
official catechism of the Salvation Army denies specifically both 
that punishment after death can be a means of restoration and 
that aftera period of punishment the soul is destroyed, basing the 
denial on the assertion that the same language is used in Scripture 
to describe the duration of the happiness and joy of the saved as 
is employed to describe the duration of the punishment of the 
lost. Mr. S. Sleight holds that ‘in the moral government of 
God, hell is as great a necessity as heaven, but the arms of ever- 
lasting love are beneath the very hell He was obliged to create.’ 
But that does not tell us what or where hell is, although it 
implies that the soul may pass through hell to heaven. 

Clearly the old literal, burning hell has gone, and going with 
it is the doctrine of hopeless, useless, endless punishment 
inflicted by a personal devil (a successful rival to God in a com- 
petition for possession of the souls of men). But if hell does 
not exist, and never has existed ; if there is no personal devil, 
and never has been ; if there are no demons, or imps of hell 
who delight to torture the unbeliever for ever; if there is no 
physical resurrection and no general assize-court judgment day 
after death, what becomes of the ' plan of salvation ' ? 

If God does not need to be placated and reconciled to man, 
but man has to return, repentant, like ‘the prodigal son,' to his 
spiritual home, and is welcomed by the Loving Father, who 
sees him a great way off, and goes out to meet him, what 
becomes of the doctrines which still find place in the creeds, 
the hymns and the Prayer-book ? 

If these doctrines are not true now they never were true. 
Let us think of it, ponder over it, and see what it means. 
Millions of lives have been darkened, millions of hearts have 
been broken, millions have been done to death because of these 
false teachings, and millions more have gone to the other life 
trusting to the broken reed of a false theology, expecting a 
salvation that was not needed and could never happen, antici- 
pating immunity from the consequences of misspent lives because 
of their faith, but compelled to reap as they sowed : to outgrow 
their enslaved conditions by expiatory services of love and 
fellowship. 

Truly we have reached the parting of the ways The old 
nightmare of dogmatic theology is slowly passing away and the 
sunlight of Divine order, beauty, love and joy is making earth- 
life radiant and showing the path of progress, open to every soul 
that wills to tread it, by which ultimately all men, from east, 
west, north and south, will enter into Eternal Life—and be at 
home in God's Glorious Kingdom of Love. 


MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, 


In the following paper on ‘ Miracles,’ which was read before 
the Literary Society of Windsor Place Congregational Church, 
Cardiff, the writer, Mr. T. James, ably presents the Spiritualist 
view of miracles and spiritual evolution. He says :— 


If there is one thing more pronounced than another in this 
present age it is the marvellous extension of the spirit of inquiry, 
which bids fair to lift the tone of the general thought far higher 
than in any previous era. There are those who can only see 
danger in this fine critical attitude, this bold challenging, to 
which institutions deemed sacred are being subjected, but we 
may rest assured that nothing of value will suffer, because the 
evolution of this spirit is accompanied by a fine development of 
the intuitional, the inspirational, and the imaginative, or 
creative, faculties which give balance and weight to the decisions 
of the intellect. We are realising that spiritual evolution 
works from within outwards—that we trust the mental, moral, 
and spiritual nature with which we are endowed, and thus a 
real sacredness is coming into the hearts and lives of men. The 
religious world has nothing to fear from the advent of self- 

reliant and truth-seeking minds, for it will respond to their 
challenge, and true religion will become a more vital influence 
day by day. The one stern demand of the age is for truth ; it 
demands evidence upon all point& It wants simple honesty 
and a less involved message. It is losing reverence for reputa- 
tion, and is pulling reliance on character aud not upon tradition. 

No fiercer battle has been fought in the realm of critical 
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thought than that over the ‘miraculous’ element in sacred 
history. Orthodoxy stands upon its defence in asserting that 
the miraculous is necessary and even vital to religious revelation, 
that the true test of a divinely appointed messenger, or prophet, 
lies in the manifestations of supernatural power accompanying 
his mission, and that therein is to be found the evidence of the 
governance of Nature by a Supreme Power, or, in other words, 
that the reality of the being of God is to be judged by devia- 
tions from natural phenomena, and not from their unvarying 
progression, and that the credentials of the chosen oracles 
of God are countersigned in the same way. Akin to 
this is the doctrine of the infallibility of the Biblical records. 
But since so many intelligent and thoughtful men can no longer 
accept these ‘orthodox’ ideas, is it any wonder that agnosticism 
is the only refuge for their unsatisfied minds? What we must 
do, then, is either to give them proof that the miraculous is non- 
existent and mythical—that it is quite an unnecessary element 
of religion—or that the incidents recorded in the Scriptures 
occurred in a natural way and were not peculiar to time and 
place—but can be paralleled at any time, given approximately 
similar conditions. 

Upon analysis of the higher criticism, we find a peculiar 
position arrived at. The miraculous is in general denied, but 
with hesitation and reservations. 

Professor Harnack says :— 

Although the order of Nature be inviolable, we are not yet by 
any means acquainted with all the forces working in it and 
acting reciprocally with other forces, our acquaintance even with 
the forces inherent in matter and with the field of their action 
is incomplete, while of psychic forces we know less We see 
that a strong will and a firm faith exert an influence upon the 
life of the body and produce phenomena which strike us as 
marvellous; has anyone ever yet drawn any sure line between 
the possible and the actaal—who can say how far the influence 
of soul upon soul and of soul upon body reaches ? 

Now I shall endeavour to show that enough is known of these 
forces and powers to warrant us in forming a definite conclusion. 

But Harnack also ays:i— Hw 

Some of the stories had their origin in an exaggerated view 
of natural events of an impressive character, and in stories such 
ns arose in the interest of seeing Old Testament prophecies 
fulfilled, 

But these explanations are not more stable than the orthodox 
amertions, seeing that they are based on an assumption, and 
particularly as they do not apply to miraculous incidents in 
contemporary history. Apollonius of Tyana described in detail 
the murder of Domitian in Rome, although himself in Egypt at 
the moment. of its happening—he also raised a noble lady from 

the dead. The Emperor Vespasian performed miraculous cures 
at Alexandria. These ‘miracles’ have more authentication than 
those of Jesus and they have no connection with prophecies or 
parables and sayings. 

Harnack himself admits that ‘some of them are stories of 


surprising cures effected by Jesus’ spiritual force, and stories of 


which we cannot fathom the secret.’ Here we have a definite 
admission, and if but one per cent. of the miracles (so-called) is 
wba, eal D me. dopuarien to ery. shat the 
miraculous is non ru possible. 


disorder can i cured ín ES way, by the same means, since 
the means employed come within the natural order, If John 
Smith gives evidence of being possessed of a psychic or mental 
power whereby he is able to alleviate pain, even only of the 
commonest and simplest ailments, then grave ailments may 
yield to the curative power of the same force intensified. It is 
only a question of degree as to the potency and efficacy of the 
power. The records of cures effected Sy 1e. Sasi gifted 


In the movements of mental hi 
Vor ihe any Sd uggs eect ikl 
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wally with, the order of phenomena. before termed super 
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claims ; we know also (some of us, at any rate, do) that at i 
their base the principles are true and sound, and to-day 
there comes apparent corroboration from the orthodox side of 
In the case of such individuals as Valentine Great 
of Paris, Dr. Newton, Mr. Mack, 


medicine. 
rakes, Herr Gassner, ' Jacob’ 
Mr. George Spriggs, and others, who all claimed to have been 
assisted by supernormal intelligences, there is sufficient evidence 
to establish a correspondence of method with New Testament 
healing, I think the great stumbling-block to a real compre 
hension of these things is the supposition of Divine interventios | 
in special cases, but in modern thought there is no room for the 
ascription of act or fact to the direct and immediate activity of 
the Creator. 

Hume objected that ' A miracle is a violation of the laws of 
Nature, and ‘A miracle is a transgression of a law of Natare 
by a particular volition of the Deity or by the interposition of 
some invisible agent’; but, as Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace point fi 
out, both these definitions are bad, or imperfect. The firmi 1- 
assumes that we know all the laws of Nature—that the parti. 
cular effect could not be produced by some unknown law of 
Nature overcoming the law we know. Italso assumes that ifm 
intelligent invisible being held an apple suspended in the air, 
that act would violate the law of gravity. The second is n4 | 
precise ; it should be some invisible intelligent agent, otherwise 
the action of galvanism and electricity when these agents were 
first discovered, and before they were ascertained to form part 
of the order of Nature, would answer accurately to this defini- 
tion of a miracle, How does Hume, or any man, know that auy 
particular miracle is a violation of a law of Nature? Heasums |- 
this without a shadow of proof, and on the words ‘violation’ 
and ‘transgression’ rests his whole argument. Dr. Wallas 
definition of a miracle is: ‘Any act or event necessarily imply- 
ing the existence and agency of superhuman intelligences, com- 
sidering the human soul or spirit, if manifested out of the body, 
as one of these superhuman intelligences.’ This definition i H 
now accepted by all researchers whose experiments deal specif 


natural.  Lecky makes this objection to the miraculous, thai 
*in certain stages of society and under the action of 
certain influences an accretion of miracles is invariably 
formed around every prominent person or institution, There 
is truth in this assertion, but does it cover the whole ground of 
the facts? What of the Church of Rome, that great theatre of 
the miraculous? Have the many Popes any miracle-workiog: 
to theircredit? Except two or three of the very early ones, none. 
This is true also of the cardinals and other prominent personages 
The saints, whose miraculous powers led to their canonisation, 
arose from the humble laity or the peasant priesthood. 

Not among the great in temporal power or chief in intellect | 
is the vision of spirit unfolded, but the spirit world declares f 
itself through those who possess the fine sense of humility, and 
the wonders of a larger world are opened before the eyes of 
meekness—history contradicts Lecky. 

Although Renan and Strauss do not say so in 80 many words, 
the inference to be drawn from their writings on Jesus is that 
he allowed his disciples to credit him with miraculous powers 
that he did not possess, in order that he might establish influence 
with the people. There is, admittedly, a good motive behind, 
reform was the grand idea, and the end justified the means, bat 
alter studying Jesus’ character as shown in his three year! 
ministry, I cannot see how to fit imposture or falsity into his 
moral fabric, 

Certain alleged miraculous events, such as the commanding 
of the sun and moon to stand still—the virgin birth and the 
story of Jonah and the whale—may be classed as legendary, ap! 
Ido not propose to deal with them. They have certainly as 
esoteric meaning, but we must dilferentiate between them and 
the miraculous in which intelligent manipulation of psychic 
power is apparent. 

The moat prominent feature of miracle in sacred history i 
that of the appearance of angels or superhuman intelligence 
charged with a definite mission to mankind, These manifesta 
tions are universal in character, all ages and races bear witness 
The cultured Greek, the pastoral Hebrew, the subtle ancient 
Egyptian, as well as the diminishing Red Indian and savage 
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Zulu, record it on monolith, in verse and legend, but it would 
be useless to attempt to settle the question upon literary or 
inferential considerations. If an angel appeared to Abraham on 
the plain of Mamre or to John on Patinos—if a dwmon inspired 
Socrates and attended Luther, then we have a right to expect to 
find parallel experiences in the lives of men and women of this 
century, and if it can be as definitely established, by such evidence 
as is accepted for the usual phenomena of life, then no abstract 
reasoning or philosophy can remain in the field and live when 
opposed to a question of fact and experience. Is such evidence 
forthcoming? Some of the finest and clearest minds of the age 
say ‘ Yes, and in abundance.’ 


(To be continued.) 


ITEMS OF INTEREST, 


The following good example of ‘the prophetic dream’ was 
given recently in ‘The Daily Chronicle.’ ‘The late Lord 
Dufferin, when in Paris, dreamed one night that he was in a 
hearse en route for the cemetery. A day or so later he was 

l entering the lift at an hotel when he recognised the attendant 
i as the driver of the hearse in his dream. He stepped back, and 
the lift ascended without him. As it neared the top something 
Ene and it erashed to the bottom again, killing everyone in 


The valuable articles on the ‘ Voice’ phenomena through the 
k  mediumship of Mrs. Wriedt which have appeared in our columns, 

first from the pen of Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore and then 
— from that of Mr. James Coates, have aroused considerable interest 
in this country, but in many others. We are pleased, 
‘therefore, to be able to give in this issue of Licur’ the testimony 
of an old friend to ‘Licur.’ He is an experienced Spiritualist, 
eful observer, and a trustworthy recorder, hence his experi- 
| , supplementing and corroborating as they do those of so 
many other capable witnesses, are of additional value. 


ng to the scepticism of so many people and the wide- 
rend indifference to the truly amazing supernormal phenomena 
ich occur in the presence of mediums, it is necessary 
t we should continue to observe, study and record these 
snings—especially such of them as give evidence of the 
and identity of excarnate human beings. Dr. A. R. 
as truly said that the facts in this realm ‘are as well 
‘the facts in any other branch of scientific research,’ but 
‘British Public’ does not think so—yet—and we must 
e our work of education and demonstration until the facts 
‘generally accepted. We include the fact that the phenomena 
nstrate “Sh survival and intercourse with ' the departed ' 
emons, 


1 
 personating 
Ta 


correspondence on Reincarnation appears in ‘The 
July 27th, nearly three columns being devoted to 
aud con. Our friend, Mrs. W. P. Browne, of 
asks ‘Why need we postulate a separate entrance 
jan organism of a something termed a soul? When 
enter the organism? Does not life itself include 
"and then says: ‘We believe that mau is a spirit 
fed upon earth for the purpose of growth or development. 
eve that the Creator is the Father of all spirits—the source 
that life is therefore indestructible. Life changes 
nifestation from time to time and varies according 
nt, but we think it cannot be extinguished. The 
incarnation does not commend itself to some of us 
i ot be proved to be true, and all that it seeks to 
x can be accounted for otherwise. Psychical research has 
ood deal, while through the phenomena of modern 
we claim to have demonstrated, beyond the shadow 
the continuity of life after physical death,’ 


`» 


okes Cross, on July 20th, dealing with alleged 
f having been in certain places before, although 
ave never been visited during the present life, 
hat such recollections involved that the place or 
ned unchanged since the previous incarnation. 
this week, cites Prentice Mulford’s essay on ' We 
Sleep, and gives a reasonable explanation of 
ections. She relates how, returning to 
absence, she desired to visit Erith, the 
days, of which (although she had not 
hie ned a vivid recollection. One 


lream vision, A few days later they went 
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together to Erith, and were both struck with amazement to find 
all just as it had been seen and described ! 


Several correspondents seem to think that great importance 
must be attached to the fact that the ancient Jews and other 
Eastern people believed in reincarnation, but surely that is no 
proof of the correctness of the theory. The ancients believed 
many things that are not accepted at the present time. We do 
not accept tex ts as proofs nowadays, we ask for evidence, John 
Badcock pertinently asks, ‘ Why theorise on the subject?” Where 
are the facts that will prove it? When, where, how, why—who 
knows? G. H. Lepper has a poor opinion of present-day Theo- 
sophy. He says; * Freed of its later accretions, “ Theosophy” 
might have had a radiant future as a philosophy for those who 
are untrammelled by orthodox dogma, But in its present form— 
which differs from the pure cold light of the original as much as 
Tibetan Lamaism does from the teachings of Buddha—it is worse 
than useless’ This is rather hard and unkind. 


The other day we saw it seriously suggested that possibly the 
reason why some parents do not manifest from the other side to 
their children here is that they have already reincarnated! 
Constance de le Vingue asks, “Is it conceivable that God can be 
called upon to create a fresh soul for every being born of the will 
of man?’ Why not as conceivable as to believe that any souls 
are created ? We hear of ‘young souls,’ as distinguished from 
old ones. If we must theorise, why not recognise that there is 
no creation—that spirit, as life-potency, is immanent, as 
universally present as ether, and that when the right conditions 
exist, individualisation follows as naturally as atoms are formed 
in the ether, with this difference : that when such individualisa- 
tion is achieved, the spiritual being persists, awakens to aware- 
ness, and, through experience, to self-realisation ? 


‘ Dagonet’ says: ‘We have all known instances of the dog- 
like devotion of a good woman to a worthless man, but it has 
probably never occurred to us that the woman and the man 
were dog and master in a previous incarnation. Of course, 
if a woman can bea reincarnated dog, she can be a reincarnated 
cat. It is possible that the militant mice—but I am getting on 
dangerous ground.’ Apparently the man in his former incarna- 
tion lavished his affection on the dog, bat in the present incar- 
nation he brutally ill-treats his wife, who, however, still loves 
him with dog-like fidelity. His reincarnation seems to have led 
to his deterioration—or is it his karma for having lavished his 
affection on one of the ‘lower’ creations? But, in that case, why 
is the poor woman made to suffer? Is it because she failed to 
recognise the worse than brutish nature of the man who loved 
her as a dog but despises her as a woman? We give it up. 


Many years ago Dr. Andrew Jackson Davis was shown by 
his spirit preceptors the wise methods of training young children, 
which he embodied in the ‘Children’s Progressive Lyceum’ 
system, in which system physical training, by calisthenic and 
other exercises, isan important and integral feature. Since that 
time continuously increasing attention has been given to physical 
culture, and to-day there is observable in some directions 4 
tendency to overdo it, and to neglect moral education, than 
which there is no more important or more needed branch of 
training for both young and old. Apparently, Miss Theodora 
Johnson, who recently lectured in the olian Hall on “The 
Beauty of Health,’ is endeavouring to combine the two by deal- 
ing with the higher aspects of physical education. She empha- 
sised the interaction and reaction of spirit, mind, and body, and 
eulogised the work of her chief, Madame Bergman-Osterberg, 
declaring that its effect on the mental, moral, and physical condi- 
tion of women would go down to untold generations. Beauty and 
health can, of course, be best secured by the intelligent co-opera- 
tion of willing pupils with earnest and capable instructors. Self- 
knowledge, self-control, self-culture, and self-expression on the 
highest ethical and altruistic plane should be the aim of all 
education. 


The Rev. Susannah Harris is not only pastor of a Spiritualist 
church, but (as we learn from ‘The Daily News and Leader’ of 
July 26th) she is also Chaplain of the Women's Republic, which 
consists of one hundred thousand women all over the United 
States. She refuses to perform the marriage ceremony unless 
both the man and the woman produce a certificate of health from 
a medical authority of high standing. She holds that the basis 
of happy married life is equality and comradeship, and eliminates 
the word ‘obey’ from her marriage service. "She has done a 
great deal to stem the white slave traffic, and rescued many who 
seemed almost " past praying for.”’ She visited a murderer in 
prison, a man of quite charming manners and likeable personality. 
He seemed very much moved, thanked her fervently, said he did 
not know why he had done what he had done and expressed great 
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sorrow. Just ai she was about to leave him his expression 
changed, and miking a bound towards her he hissed, ‘I would 
give a million dollars to strangle you.’ Luckily she was near the 
door, and managed to escape, She found that this unfortunate 
man was 'a victim to heredity ; he had inherited this meaning- 
less and terrible obsession from his mother.' 


FRIENDS 


IN COUNCIL, 


f Under this heading we propose to devote space to brief letters of 
] inquiry and replies thereto from our readers. 


Consciousness and Nirvana. 


Bin,—It is pertinently asked in ' LtGnr,! how can there be 

* awareness’ of absorption in Nirvana if consciousness is absent ? 

I do not think the question asked is really difficult to reply 

to; the real difficulty lies in the confusion generally found 

between consciousness which is measurable and consciousness 

which is unmeasurable. We may deduce from what Professor 

Bergson has written that consciousness self is unmeasurable. 

But when we consider consciousness we ordinarily relate it to 

our bodily state, We think of the consciousness of our friend 

Brown as that of a human being having a body distinct from our 

own body in space; we do not separate our idea of Brown's 
consciousness from our idea of a consciousness necessarily part of 

n body in space. So we make consciousness measurable, because 

we relate it to space. 

Let me try to put into simple language what is above stated. 

There is no doubt that in our ordinary life we treat our 

personal consciousness as an inherent part of our body ; and, as 

all our ideas are related to the movenient of our brain and all 

our movements and actions are related to space, it is natural we 

T should do so. But there is a very strange power in all of us ; 
A we can ‘get outside’ what we term ‘ourselves.’ Each one of us 
can sit down quietly in a chair and reflect on what he terms 
himself. He can think about his past thoughts, past actions ; 

his immediate present and hopes and fears for the future. 


hi fears for the f 
See 


time and space, Bat you are ‘aware of’ 
ty ; you cannot think it, for it is not 
und space, and human thought is conditioned 


outaide 


though 
e cannot determine this survival, we can be * aware o is 
momenta of ecstasy all that is material fades away, and so all 


under our real personality, for there is strong evidence 
o so-termed dead can communicate with the living. And, 
still conscious in * awareness’ of personality. 
eannot think, cannot determine in 


to the dreaming, in time 
and Te ' and, in Nirvana, it 
í â there, in , live in 

taller consciousness, Bat, in the , we 
cannot think thia fuller consciousness; we can only be "aware 
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The Wriedt Seances : Some Questions, 
Sim,—As one who has attended some of the circles held by 
Mrs. Wriedt it occurs to me to ask whether any efforts have been 
made to ascertain the modus operandi of communication. It 
seemed clear to me that in many cases the communicators were 
circumscribed by the conditions in which they found themselves, 
as well they might be. The sitters addressed were often in 
similar case. Tt was rather like ineeting an old friend ina train 
just as one is leaving it—only a few moments to spare and a 
hundred things to say on each side, It would tax the coolness 
and power of concentration of a night editor oran advocate, It 
would be interesting to learn whether the communicating spirits 
always spoke directly or had occasionally to enlist the services 
of others to speak for them ; also whether such evidences of 
identity as were disclosed in any individual case could not have 
been indefinitely expanded were the conditions furnished. [n 
my own case I was corrected on some questions of fact, finding 
later that the communicating spirit was right and I was wrong, 
This arose out of some questions I put, and therefore suggested 
that the evidence came spontaneously from one who even in such 
disconcerting circumstances retained clearness of mind and was 
in no condition of ‘fog’ such as is generally believed to exist in 
the case of spirits plunged temporarily into earth conditions, 
It would be interesting to learn something of the circumstances 
on the other side in these cases. I may add that I had more 
than one proof that whatever the mental state of the 
communicators might be,they were able to see clearly in the 
darkness, —Yours, &c., 
EucENE P. GLEN. 


Sin, —I have just concluded a series of thirty-one open sittings 
and ten or eleven private sittings with Mrs. Wriedt in Glenbeg 
House. To say that they were successful is au under-statement 
of fact. The sitters were all delighted and many a sore heart 
found peace and consolation in hearing once more the voices of 
their returning friends across the border. The series of 
articles, ‘The Voice Phenomena, which appeared in ‘Ligat, 
I propose to publish in book form, and also the symposium, 
‘Has W. T. Stead Returned?’ which is now in the press 
I have no doubt that the lovers of that indomitable 
journalist and Spiritualist, Mr. W. T. Stead, will be delighted 
with these evidences of spirit return. Miss Estelle Stead has 
written the Preface. The book will tell its own tale. When 
ready, your readers will be advised by advertisement. 

Mrs. Wriedt will shortly return to America, and I think it 
but right to say that no medium has been worked harder, or has 
been more willing, and never in my experience have the results 
been more satisfactory. Concerning these sittings, no doubt we 
shall have accounts some day from those who took part in them 
and helped to make them so successful,—Yours, &c., 


JAMES COATES. 
Glenbeg House, Rothesay. 
July 24th, 1913. 


An Interesting Experience. 


Sin,— Possibly the following experience will be of interest to 
the readers of 'Lionr. During the past few months I have — 
heard rappings in my bedroom as soon as I enter it, often during 
the night, and when I awake in the morning. The knocks, at 
firat, are soft, but gradually they become louder and closer. I 
have often repeated the alphabet, but up to the present to no 
purpose, One evening I asked the rapper to try and show 
himself to me. I thonght that I would look for the appearance 
at the foot of my bed, or in somedistant part of the room, which 
is paun and lofty one, with twin beds in it, quite near each 
ot or, * 4 N " 
On May 26th the knocking was persistent, and I was very — 
restless, At last, I suppose I went off, but it must have been 
into a trance. When I felt I wanted to awake I could not, I 
tried hard, as I somehow knew that something was happening. 
At last I succeeded in opening my eyes and saw a dark mas 
swaying between the beda. It resembled the shoulders of a man 
bending with his head towards me, T watched fora few seconds, — 
thinking ‘ Surely this is something uncanny,’ when it disappeared, 
Immediately afterwards I switched on the electric light, jumped 
out of bed, ran to my son's room and told him all that had 
happened, begging him to exchange rooms for the rest of the 
night, as I did not care to go back to mine. 

In the morning my son informed me that he had heard 
knocks on the walls and on the picture frames. When I recovered, 
about ten o'clock the next morning, I scolded the spirit for 
frightening me, and for a few daya I heard no more rappings— 
Yours, &c., 

M. A. 


London, W. 
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Monsignor Benson Replies. 

Sir,—I thank you for your kindness in sending me a copy of 
' rau, and for the courtesy of the article dealing with myself. 
So far as I can see, you prove your case with regard to Dr. 
Winslow, and I will not again quote him in the same terms in 
which I have quoted him in the past. 

You must allow me, however, to verify the quotations there 
made before committing myself further. Until I have done that, 
Tsee that I cannot in any case refer to Dr. Winslow as I have 
been accustomed to refer to him hitherto.—Yours, &c., 

R. Hucu BENSON. 

Hare-street House, Buntingford. 

July 21st. 


Psychophasms and Skotographs, or Spirit Photography. 


Sum,—In your last week's issue of ‘Licur’ (p, 357), Dr. 
Abraham Wallace is reported to have said that ‘he had two 
photographs produced in the Crewe circle and they were very 
evidently faked.’ The doctor has a perfect right to exercise 
his own judgment, but it does not follow that because in his 
opinion such photographs could be faked that those which he 
states had been obtained at the Crewe circle were the results of 
fraud. If he knew the members of the circle personally and 
had tested them as I have during the numerous sittings for 
psychic photographs which I have held with them, and had 
obtained such fine psychic results as I have obtained, I think he 
would not have used those words. The members of the Crewe 
circle are making in this matter a greater sacrifice for the cause 
‘of truth and science than any other persons I know.—Yours, &c., 

W. WALKER. 


8, Palace-road, Buxton. 
' [Constant Reader’ (who has not given us his name and address, 


© ashe should have done), desires to ask Dr. Wallace how he, 
IE _ or anyone else, can tell a faked photograph from one that 
ý faked, unless he is present and able to watch the 
dings; also, how a photograph obtained under Miss 


sherd’s conditions could be faked.—Ep. ‘ Ltaur.'] 


8 not 


Sex in the Life after Death. 


note with pleasure the following in a letter signed 
ing’ (page 335) : ' If sex and marriage are facts on 
nal plane, then it seems to me evident that there 
realities underlying thein on the higher planes, or 
tbe!’ Personally, I regard the question of sex as 
Vital, from the philosophical standpoint, and of 
iportance. Having such views, and having given 
Some consideration, I offer the results of my study to 
iy be similarly interested, for their consideration. 
tation above is quite in line with the teachings 
t by students of occultism, which may be 
e Hermetic axiom ‘As above, so below,’ and 
other words, that every objective fact or 
ie embodiment of a real but subjective idea. 
know the ultimate significance of the terms, positive 
ve—male and female. We know that they exist as 
which can be apprehended by consciousness, 
t development it seems possible that we can 
n tions from cosmic processes to the most 
lations of life on our pliysical plane. 
that the Unity or Divine Spirit cannot become 
t becoming, or giving rise to, duality. The two 
l ity, whatever they may be fundamentally, are 
by the terms positive and negative—male aud female. 
in, is sex in the broadest sense of the term. 
by analogy, from the physical to the super- 
establish definite principles with regard to sex 
tions. For example, it is a law of Nature, 
physics, that action and reaction are equal and 
w refers to one of the manifestations of duality, 
x, on all planes, we discover by analogy that 
od called positive aud negative exist co-equally. 
speak of a quantity of positive force, each 
corresponding quantity of negative force, 
its counterpart. 
ible to suppose that the doctrine of twin 
his principle. Manifestation is only possible 
tion or union of positive and negative. This we 
lige in the broadest sense of the term. 
irits or egos are, if the foregoing is correct, 
ve and negative. We do not manifest 
ions, otherwise we should each be perfect 
ourselves, and absolutely independent of all 
society, nay, even humanity itself, could 
‘thecase. It is our mutual interdependence, 
rof positive and negative within us, that 
family and explains sex and marriage as 
all seeking completion by association, 
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Harmonious relationship means the co-operation of those 
who can most readily supply one another’s deficiencies in positive 
and negative element ; hence in this sense sex is the basis of 
social life, as it is our destiny both individually and collectively 
to become equal in positive and negative force by assimilation, 
co-operation and spiritual blending with others.— Yours, &c., 

Fratton, Portsmouth. GEORGE Victor JEPP, 


Omens, 

Sm,—The hold that omens had upon classical antiquity, 
more especially upon the practical, materialistic, matter-of-fact 
Roman, has for centuries been a standing mystery which received 
little light, rather added darkness, from the common practice of 
putting it down to superstition —the last resource of the shallow. 

Rudolph von Ihering in his recent work, ‘The Evolution of 
the Aryan,’ explains the ancient auspices, divinations, &z, in a 
very novel, but convincing, manner, tracing their origin back to 
the wanderings of the early tribes and the conditions by which 
they were environed. 

The Pontifices were the ‘ bridge builders’ and had originally 
nothing whatever to do with religion, but only with the customs 
of everyday life, which later, as the tribes settled down, 
crystallised into religions ceremonies. But let the author spaak 
for himself regarding divinations, &c. ;— 

* Practical purposes are to be served by all these observations 
which afterwards bore the name of auspices, originally only 
intended for one of them. 

‘Endowed with the keen insight of a primitive race, the 
wanderers take note of all the phenomena which can help them 
to form their plans daring the migration ; the sky, whether it 
will rain during the the course of the day ; wild animals, that 
they may be on their guard against them ; the intestines of 
animals, thereby to judge of the healthiness of a district ; the 
feeding of fowls, to ascertain whether the food is fit for the 
people ; the flight of birds, to find out thereby the best way to 
go. Sky, wolves, snakes, oxen, fowls and binds all help to 
instruct man how to act. These matters need no artificial, far- 
fetched interpretation; they all have a direct practical sig- 
nificance, intelligible to the ordinary man, and if I were to sum 
up the total meaning of the system of auspices during the 
migrations in one word, I should call it the prophylaxis of a 
primitive race ' (page 376). 

The author is a leading authority on Roman law, and by 
following up the trails offered by ancient laws, he has made 
many interesting discoveries, and is enabled to correct many 
long-established crusty errors. He has produced a capital book 
for progressive thinkers, and he certainly ‘spreads a radiant 
light upon a portion of Roman antiquity hitherto wrapped in 
utter darkness’ (p. 375).—Yours, &c., 

A. K. VENNING, 


THE DR. J. M. PEEBLES 'LOVE-OFFERING.' 


Amount already acknowledged, £30 8s. 
Mr. B. D. Godfrey has received the following contributions :— 
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TRANSITIONS. 


Mns. Annie Brtort.—Just as we go to press, a telegram 
from Mr, James Coates comes to hand with the unexpected news 
that Mrs Annie Bright, Editor of ‘The Harbinger of Light,’ 
Melbourne, Australia, passed to spirit life on June 19th last, 
Mr, Coates will contribute an appreciation of Mrs. Bright to our 
next number, 

Mna. B. B. Hinr,—' The Progressive Thinker’ of July 
19th states that ‘just as a weary toiler in the vineyard 
at set of sun, his task all done, turns his face homeward, 
so did B. B. Hill, pioneer and veteran Spiritualist, peacefully 
leave his mortal form after a short illness and commence his 
journey in the higher sphere of life's endless progression, 

July 7th. Transition services were held at 106, Loomis-street, 
Chicago, Ill, Dr. George B. Warne, President of the National 
Spiritualists’ Association, and Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader offiviating. 
The remains were taken to his home in Philadelphia, where 
services were held iu the temple of the First Association of 
Spiritualists, and were interred at Northwood Cemetery. A 
tower of strength to the cause has gone in the passing out of 
this earnest worker,’ 
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MRS. NORDICA'S FAREWELL MEETING. 


A large gathering of Members, Associates, and friends of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance assembled at 110, St. Martin's-lane, 
on Monday last, to listen to clairvoyant descriptions from Mrs. 
Minnie Nordica, and to wish her a hearty Godspeed on her 
return to South Africa. 

Mr. H. Withall, chairman, said that during her year's stay 
in London Mrs. Nordica had won golden opinions. Demonstra- 
tiveness helped a medium, but Londoners, although appreciative, 
were not usually very demonstrative. Mrs. Nordica's calmness 
and self-command had stood her iu good Stead. We were very 

glad that she had been so successful in her work here, and, in a 
kindly way, we were glad she was going back to South Africa 
that others might share in the benefit of her services, 

Mrs Nordica, in thanking Mr. Withall for his kind words, 
said that she had the misfortune to be a fighter, and the more 
opposition she encountered the happier she was. The Alliance 
had treated her with great kindness and given her every 
opportunity. She had had the easiest time of her life in London. 
But she had been cabled for and she was going back to Africa to 
harder work. The spirit friends had never deserted her, and her 
rad had been one long success. Her home was in Sydney, New 
South Wales, and the sooner she turned her face towards home, 
the happier she should be. 

Mrs. Nordica then gave some thirty or more messages from, 
and descriptions of, spirit people ; the descriptions, with hardly 
an exception, meeting with some degree of recognition, and many 
of them being strikingly evidential —as, for instance, when she 
described to a lady the sudden death of amounted officer from a 
gunshot wound, aud the lady responded, ‘ Yes, he was my brother- 
in-law, and was ‘killed at Mollah River while leading his company.’ 

At the close Mr. Withall proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mrs. Nordica, not merely for her good services that evening, but 
for all the work she had done since she had been in London. 
He had heard from many sources of the great comfort she had 
brought to bereaved and sorrowing hearts. The world needed 
such comfort, for too often we failed to realise the nearness of 

our spirit friends. 

Mr. Gems seconded the vote with much pleasure. He 
regarded Mrs. Nordica as the most talented, sympathetic and 
kind medium whom he had met. Her heart and soul were 
in the endeavour to spread Spiritualism. 


— Mrs. Nordica, having expressed her ‘thanks, th t- 
age ng warur e mee 


Srrur HrALING.—Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mr. 
Percy R. Street, the healing medium, will attend at the rooms 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C., 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control and 
magnetie healing. Application should be made to the Secretary. 

Tur UxroN or LoNpoN Sprerrvatists’ Annual Camp 
Meeting will be held on August Bank Holiday at Golder's Hill 
Park, Hampstead Heath (Tube or motor ‘buses to Golders 
Green). Rendesvous at 2 p.m. in Shakespeare's Garden. Rally 
for tea at 4 p.m. sharp near Chalet. Tickets must be obtained of 
officers in grounds Adults, 9d.; children, 6d. (under 14). 
Don't miss this Alfresco Social. All’ Spiritualists heartily invited. 

We note with pleasure in ‘ The Hendon and Finchley Times’ 
a reference to the success of four pupils of Mrs. C. Amy Butter- 
worth-Cooper, R.A.M., in passing the local examination of the 


“Associated Board of the Royal Academy and Royal College of 


Music, Mrs. Butterworth-Cooper, as many of our readers will 
know, has been long associated with the musical portion of the 
service of the Marylebone Association of Spiritualists as choir 
mistress and pianiste. 
A ‘PaycnoLooicaL’ PrAY.—At the Lyric Opera House, 
Henman on Monday last, Mr. Charles H. Lester produced 
psychological’ play, in which he takes the 
M Varian Brande, a materialistic, atheistic villain, who, 
after a series of misdeeds, suddenly dies. A scene follows, 
entitled ‘a vision of the hereafter,’ in which Brande awakens ' on 
the other side,’ in what is called *the beautiful summerland.' 
He is met by one of his old associates, who tempts him to return 
to earth and gratify his hate; bis spirit mother and the angel 
tt warily. plead with him to ‘seek the light, but he refuses and 
to earth. There his better nature begins to assert itself ; 
he repents and rises to the higher regions. The play might 
well be entitled ‘As n Man Sows.’ It is an earnest attempt 
to picture the renlity of a future life and enforce the truth that 
is only d sincere — and 
as well as hereafter, make Men 
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Speed Ere ape abundantly v that at least 
very proportion of his hearers were unable to appreciate 
the and spiritual purport of the message, 
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, July 27th, &c. 


Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be added 
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence, 


MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION.—Shearn’s Restaur- 
ant, 231, Tottenham Court-road, W.—Mr. Horace Leaf deeply 
interested a large audience with an excellent address and clair- 
voyant descriptions.—15, Mortimer-street, W.—2l1st ult., Mrs. 
Mary Gordon gave successful clairvoyant descriptions. Mr. W.T. 
Cooper presided. Sunday next, see advertisement on front 
page.—D. N. 

Lonpon Sprritvat Mission: 138, Pembridge Place, Bayr 
water, W.—Mr.!P. E. Beard gave addresses on ‘The Com. 
munion of Saints'and ‘The King’s Highway.’ Mr. Godley sing — | 
solos at each service. For next week's services see front page 

SHEPHERD’s BusH. — 73, BECKLOW-ROAD, W. — Mr 
Fielder gave a fine address on ‘Christ the Rebel.’ Sunday 
next, 11 a.m., circle; 7 p.m., Mrs. Richards. Thursday, §, 
Mrs. Webster.—M. S. 

HAMMERSMITH.—89, CAMBRIDGE-ROAD.—Sunday next, at 
11.15 a.m., public circle ; 7 p.m., Mr, P. Nevin, on ‘ Women’s 
Suffrage and Spirituality.’ Descriptions by Mrs. Kent, Thurs 
day, at 8, circle. 

SEVEN Kinos.—45, THE PROMENADE.—Mr. Alcock Rush 
spoke on ‘The Utility of Spiritualism’ and answered questions ; 
solo by Mrs. Rush. July 22nd, Mr. Neville on sper 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Miss T Keightley. Tuesday, M 
Thompson. 10th, Mr. H. Wake. 12th, Mrs. Neville.—H. Y. 

CAMBERWELL NEW-ROAD.— SURREY Masonic Hath.— 
Mr. W. E. Long : morning, spirit teachings and personal messages, 
much appreciated ; evening, grand address Sunday next, at 11 
am., Mr. W. E. IUD messages and answers to questions; at 
6.30 p.m, Mr. G. T. Brown, on ‘Spiritual Gifts and Their 
Uses.’ 

KiNasTON-ON-THAMES ASSEMBLY Rooms, Hampton WICK. 
—Mrs. Cannock, address and descriptions. Sunday next, at 
7 p.m., Mr. Miles, a member, will speak on ‘ Was the World 
Created i in Six Days?’ Also demonstrations of healing. Lyceum 
at 3 p.m.—J. W. H. 

CRoYpoN.—Erwwoop HALL, ELMWOOD-ROAD, BROAD-GREES. 
— Mr. Percy Scholey's inspiring address and well-recognised 
descriptions"were much appreciated. Miss Johnson kindly 
rendered a solo. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., service; at 7 pm, 
Mr. T. F. Matthews, address and clairvoyance. 

Manor PARK.—CORNER OF SHREWSBURY AND STRONE-ROAD. 
—Morning, healing; afternoon, Lyceum ; evening, Mr. A H. 
Sarfas spoke on ‘The Land of Shadows’ and gave descriptions 
July 24th, Mrs. Podmore spoke on ‘ Disappointment,’ and gave 
descriptions. —A. L. M. 

BRISTOL. — 144, GROSVENOR-ROAD. — Mrs. Baxter gave 
excellent discourses on ' Is it Right and Best that each one should 
follow his own Light?’ Sunday next, at 6,30 p.m., service 
Monday, at 3 p.m. (by request), vem service for visitors (free), 
collection for New Church Fund.—J B. 

BRIGHTON. — MANOHESTER-STREET (OPPOSITE AQUARIUM).— 
Mrs. M. H. Wallis gave uplifting and inspiring addresses 
answered questions, and gave descriptions. Sunday next, at 
11.15 and 7, Mr. F. Grayson-Clarke (president), trance addresses 
Tuesday, 3, private interviews; at 8, also Wednesday, 3 p.m., 
circles.—H. J. 

Bnromros.—Hov& Orp Town HALL, 1, BRUNSWIOK-STREET 
Wzsr.—Mr. G. R. Symons gave spiritual addresses, and Mrs. 
Curry gave descriptions. Sunday next, Mr. Karl Reynolds 
Tuesdays, at 3 and 8, also Wednesdays, at 3, Mrs, G. C, Curry, 
clairvoyante. Thursdays, 8.15, public circle, — A. C. 

HACKNEY.—240A, AMHURBT-ROAD, N.—Morning, Mr. RG. 
Jones gave an address and descriptions ; evening, Mrs, Beaumont 
spoke on * Our Responsibilities’ and gave descriptions. Sunday 
next, 11,15 a.m., Mr. Reynolds, on * Why I am a Spiritualist’; 
at 7 p.m., Mr, W. F. Smith, address, and Mrs. Smith, descrip. 
tions. Thursday, 7.15, healing. —N . R. 

HorLowAY.—GROVEDALE HALL, GROVEDALE-ROAD.—Morn- 
ing and evening, Mrs. L. Harvey, of Southampton, gave addresses 
on ‘Spiritualism and its Many Phases,’ and ‘Life Here and 
Hereafter’ also descriptions and auric readings. 23rd ult., Mra 
Palham gave psychometrical readings. Sunday next, 11.15 am, 
service; 3 p.m. Lyceum; 7, Mrs. S, Podmore. Wednesday, 
8.15, Mrs. E. Webster. 10th, Mr. Horace Leaf, —J. F. 

PECKHAM.—LAUSANNE HALL, LAUBANNE-ROAD,— Morning, 
Mrs. Orlowski gave an interesting address; evening, inspiring 
address by Mra. Roberts; good descriptions by Mr. Roberta. 
July 24th, Mrs. Orlowski gave good psychic delineations Sum — 
day next, morning, Mr. Clarkson ; afternoon, peer evening, 
Mrs. Irwin. Thursday, 7th, Mrs. Podmore. 9th, Lyceum Y 
Outing to Orpington. 10th, “game Mr. Moncur ; evening, 
Mr, and Mrs, Roberts, —A. C. S 3j 
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BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD,— FH ENLEY-8TREET.— Thoughtful and 
inspiring address by Miss Violet Burton, Sunday next, Mrs. 
Boddington. Thursday, at 8.15, séance. Silver collection. 

SrRATFORD.—WORKMAN's HALL, 27, RoMFORD-ROAD, E.— 
Mr. A. Trinder gave an. interesting address on ' The Nature of 
Spirit, and the Spirit World, and some deseriptions, which 
were much appreciated. Sunday next, at 7 p.m, Mr. G. R. 
Symons, address, —W. H. S. 

STRATFORD. — InMISTON-ROAD, PFORE&T-LANE. — Morning, 
Mr. C. Lock, illustrations of psychometry ; evening, Mrs. Mary 


Davies gave a good address on ‘The Principles of Spiritualism,’ 
and descriptions. July 24th, Mr. J. Wrench, address and 
descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.45, Mr. J. Cattanach, ' Spirit- 
nalism and Materialisin! ; at 7 p.m., Mr. and Mrs, Hayward, ad- 
dress and descriptions. August 7th, at 8 p.m., Mr. Horace Leaf. 
— ÜLAPHAM.—HOWARD-STREET, NEW-ROAD.—AÀ good number 
of members and friends sat down to an enjoyable tea. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kent gave an address and descriptions, and Miss Heythorn 
sang several solos. Everything points to success and advance- 
tient, Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m, Mrs. 
Alice Jamrach. Monday, at 3, ladies’ circle ; silver collection. 
“Thursday, at 8, address and clairvoyance.—F. C. 


= WnrtLEY Bay.—137, WnrTLEY-ROAD.—Mr. J. H, Bain 
- delivered an address on ‘ Footsteps of the Past, —C. C. 
: XETER. — MARLBOROUGH HALL. — Addresses by Mr. Elvin 
Frankish and descriptions by Mrs. Letheren, —E. F, 
NorriNGHAM. — Mecnantos’ LEoTURE Haut. — Mrs. M. 
0 gave addresses, morning and evening.—H. E. 
OTTENHAM.— 684, Hiem RoAD.—Mr. D. J. Davis spoke on 
"The Fear of Death.’—N. D. 
 PnyMouTH.—OpprELLOW8 HALL, MORLEY-STREET. — Mr. 
is gave an address and Mrs. Summers descriptions. 
23rd, Mesdames Trueman and Summers gave descriptions. 
READING.—NEW HALL, BLAGRAVE-STREET. — Mr. P. R. 
set gave addresses on ‘The Curtain of the Mists’ and ‘The 
- 91st, Mr. Hanson Hey gave an address.—M. L. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


t Origin and History of Reincarnation.’ Symposium arranged 
by S. Georce. Cloth, 2s. 6d. net. Power-Book Company, 
58-59, Bank-chambers, 329, High Holborn, W.C. 

‘The Master: Life and Teachings.’ By J. Topp FERRIER, 
Cloth, 7s. 6d. net. Lund, Humphries & Co., Ltd., The 
County Press, Bradford, and 3, Amen-corner, E.C, 

* Some Aspects of Chinese Music and Other Papers’ By C. P. 
GREEN. Cloth, 2s., paper cover, Is. 61, n4. William 
Reeves, 83, Charing Cross-road, W.C. 

t A Plea fora Thorough and Unbiassed Investigation of Christian 
Science,’ By an Enquirer, Stiff cover, Is. net. J. M. 
Dent and Sons, Ltd., Bedford-street, Strand, W.C. 

‘The Under Dog. Papers by Various Authors on the Wrongs 
Suffered by Animals Edited by Sidney Trist. Cloth, 
3s. 6d. ; paper cover, 2s. ‘Animals’ Guardian’ Office, 224, 
Regent-street, S.W. 

MAGAZINES ; ‘The Vineyard’ for August, 6d. net, A. C, Fifield, 
13, Clifford’s Inn, E.C.; ' Hibbert Journal’ for July, 2s. 6d. 
net, Williams & Norgate, 14, Henrietta-street, Covent 
Garden, W.C.; ‘Nautilus’ for August, 15c., Elizabeth Towne, 

Holyoke, Mass., U.S.A.; ‘ Occult Review’ for August, 7d. 
net, Rider & Son, 8, Paternoster-row, EC.; ' Annales des 
Sciences Psychiques’ for June, lír, 39, Rue Guersant, 
Paris; ‘The Co-Mason' for July, 1s 2d. post tree, 26, 
Rashleigh House, Thanet-street, Russell-square, W.C. 


SOME GENERAL BOOKS AT LOW PRICES. 


Mostly in New Condition. Post Free at Prices 
Quoted. (Further Reductions.) 


HOUSE, PLYMOUTH.—UNITY HALL, EpGCUMBE-STREET. 
by Mr. Johns on ‘Seek and ye shall Find.’ Soloist, 
skyn. Clairvoyante, Mrs. Short. Chairman, Mr. Adams. 
—Lesser Victoria Hatr.—Mr. L. J. Gilbertson 
on ‘The Breath of Light? and ‘The Living 


OUTH TEMPLE.—VICTORIA-ROAD Sours. —Mr, Arthur 
y dealt with ‘ Meditation’ and * Individual Freedom; 
. Horace Leaf gave descriptions, &c.—J. G. McF. 
ENTISH TowN.—17, PRINCE OF WALES'-CRESCENT, N.W.— 
yward spoke on ‘ Development’ and Mrs. Hayward gave 
ions, July 25th, circle conducted by Mrs. E. Cornish. 
_—5653, CANTERBURY-STREET, GILLINGHAM.—Mr. 
Pe an address on 'Spiritualism : Its Use and 
—HAWESHEAD Harr— Mr. Robert Davies 
have all our Angel Side’ and ‘The Philosophy of 
d gave descriptions ; also on Monday.—H. I. 
)UTHE WSTONE GYMNASIUM, NORTHVIEW DRIVE, 
DIFF-ON-SEA.— Evening, Mr. Gerald Scholey spoke on 
ransfiguration of Jesus’ and the president gave descrip- 
ages. Mrs. Matthews also gave descriptions. —S. W. 
PanK.—THiRD AVENUE, CHuRCH-ROAD.—Mr. R. 
spoke on ‘What I Believe, based on What 
uly 21st and 23rd, addresses and descriptions by 
er and Mrs. Jamrach.—E. M. 
MOoUTH.—WiLBERFORCE Hanr.—Morning, address 
ions by Mr. H. Mundy ; evening, address by Mr. D. 
criptions by Mrs. Hunter. 24th, address and 
y Mr. F. T. Blake. 
ND.— Seance Hatt, Broapway.— Morning, Mr. 
on''The Woman of Endor and the Treatment 
ms.’ Evening, on ‘The Relationship of the Objective 
tive Minds.’ Good psychic readings followed. Solo 
by Miss Habgood.—B. 
—THoMAS-sTREET Hatt, Stokes Cnorr.—Mr. 
fon gave good addresses on ‘The Church of the 
Do the Dead Return?’ and, on Monday evening, 
olid Form.’ July 24th, address and descriptions 
d Mrs. Goddard, of Gloucester.—W. G. 
D PLUMSTEAD.— PERSEVERANCE HALL, VILLAS- 
ng, an uplifting address by Mrs. Rainbow ; even- 
spoke instructively on ' Whose Fault is It ?’ 
ons. July 23rd, Mrs. Irwin gave psychic 
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[AL1, MankET-8TREET.—Mr. H. G. Hey 
nt of his recent visit to Geneva. He 
as E was concerned the next 
i| system must be to make the acquire- 
gn language in our elementary schools 

resses were much enjoyed and he 
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Only One Copy of Each Book for Sale. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, WO. 


World Pictures. 500 illustrations by Mortimer Menpes, Text 
by Dorothy Menpes. The illustrations comprise 50 full-page coloured 
plates, 50 full-page black and tint plates, and 400 pen and ink 
sketches representing the world ns seen by a painter in the twentieth 
century. A handsome volume. Pablished at 204. net. Clotb, gilt. Sa. 

From the North Foreland to Penzance. Ports and Har- 
bours of the South Coast. By Clive Holland. Splendidly illustrated 
by some thirty fine coloured plates after Maurice Raudell, A band- 
some presentation volume, Published at 12s 63. net, Cloth, gilt top, 
6s.. new copy. 

Psychie Life and Laws on the SIDOrEU DE and Phe- 
nomena of the Spiritual Element in Man. By U, Oliver Sahler, M.D., 
Published 6s. Cloth, new copy, 219 pages, 2s. t k 

French Fiction of To-Day. By M.S. Van de Velde. Vol. L, 
with six portraits of Maupassant, Daudet, Feuillet, Oherbuliez 
Ohnet, Lavedan, Cloth, 240 pages, Is. 3d. j 

Woman in Transition. By Annette B. Meakin, Fellow of the 
Anthropological Institute, Published 6s. New copy. Cloth, 313 
pages, 1s. 101. 

The Procedure, Extent, and Limits of Human Understand- 
ing. By De. Peter Browne, Protestant Bishop of Uork, 1729. Old 
binding, worn and broken, 9d, 

Thereis no Death. By Florence Marryat. Cloth, new copy, 
265 pages, 2s. 94. 

Proceedings of the Psychological Society of Great 
Britain, 1875-1879, With a Preface. Contains several Essays by 
Serjean: Cox. Bound in leather. 2s. 

‘Light.’ Bound volume for 1904, in half-roan, quite new copy, 


68, 

Witeheraft of New England Explained by Modern 
Spiritualism. By Allen Putnam, Oloth, 482 pages, 2s, 4d, 

The Revival of Religion. By the Rev. James Robe, A.M. 
Cloth, 295 pages, 10d, 

An Attempt to Show how Far the Philosophie Notion of 
a Piurality of Worlds is Consistent or Not so with the Holy Serip- 
tures. 1801. Old binding, worn and broken, 9d. T 

Official Guide to the Great Western Railway. 7th edition. 

The Revival In its Physical, Psychleal, and R 

e Revival ts " e n li 
Aspecte. By W. M. Wilkinson. Cloth, 299 Case it. IE 


A PSYCHIC AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


By AMANDA T. JONES. 
With a Preface by Professor J. H. Hyslop. 
Published at thé request of Professor William James, 
Tilustrated, An Autobi told witi t individuali 
force by one gh most noted apse Ri ry 


Cloth Gilt, 400 pages. 4s. 10d. nett, post free. 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST, MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


IV. 


LIGHT. 


BOOKLETS FOR SALE. 
At Office of ‘Light,’ 110, St. Martin's Lane, W.C. 


*Spiritualism Explained in Seven Trance 
Addresses through Mr. E. W. Wallis.’ 99 pages. Paper covers, 


1s. 14d., post free. 
‘ How to Develop Mediumship.’ By E.W. and 
ls. 1jd., post free. 
By E. W. and 
H. Wallis. Cloth, 1s. 14d., post free. 


M. H. Wallis Cloth, 
: Psychical Self - Culture.’ 
SAE wal in the Bible’ By E. W. and 
ES Wallis. Boards 1s. 14d. post free, or bound in cloth 1s, 8d. 


Incidents During Forty Years of 
Mediumship' By E. W. Wallis, 35 pages, 34d. post free. 

‘What Spiritualism Is. Hints for Inquirers 
and Students.’ By E. W, Wallis. 36 pages, LA post free. 


* Death's Chiefest Surprise. Trance 
acora through the Mediumship of E. W. Wallis. E 2jd. post 


‘Spiritual Emancipation by the Elimination of 
' By E. W. Wallis. 28 pages, 24d. post free. 
‘Death and the Beyond.’ <A Spirit's Experi- 
ences and three other Trance Addresses through the Mediumship of 
E. W. Wallis. Price 2jd. post free. 
By E. W. and 


‘Is Spiritualism Dangerous ?' 


Wallis. Price 14d. post free. 
‘Thoughts on Mediumship, and Useful Hints 


to d tha on the Conduct of Spint Circles.’ By E. W. Wallis. 


‘The Holy T Truth.’ Selections from the Spirit- 
ualistie Writings of Hugh Junor Browne. 65 pages, boards, 104d. 


$ Interesting 


post free. 
Y Objections to Spiritualism Answered.’ By 
A. Dallas. Price 1s. 1jd. post free. 
‘A m pe Creed and other Teachings.’ 
the o ep rapa 1 baa Stainton Moses (* M. A. Oxon). 
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